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To  The  Barnsley  Rural  District  Council. 


27th  April,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

There  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  reprinting  the  general 
review  of  the  geographical  and  sociological  conditions  of  your  District, 
which  I gave  in  my  last  Annual  Report  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  These  conditions  being  well  known  to  you,  and  last  year’s 
Report  being  available  for  reference  for  others,  who  may  be  interested 
but  less  well  informed,  I shall  therefore  largely  confine  myself  to 
noting  the  alterations  which  have  occurred  during  1920,  and  indicating 
the  direction  in  which  further  improvements  may  be  made  in  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  your  district. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  of  your  district 
to  have  been  3,907  at  the  middle  of  1920,  and  considers  that  all  those 
soldiers,  who  were  counted  in  for  calculating  Birth  Rates,  but  ex- 
cluded for  calculating  Death  Rates,  have  by  this  time  returned  to 
their  homes,  so  that  3,907  is  the  population  on  which  both  Birth  and 
Death  Rates  are  to  be  calculated. 

Water. 

Of  the  10  houses  with  insufficient  Water  supply,  4 have  now  been 
ordered  to  be  connected  up  with  the  water  main ; 2 have  been  able  to 
carry  on  with  a sufficient  supply  of  potable  water  owing  to  there  haying 
been  no  protracted  drought  during  the  year,  and  are  now  provided 
with  water  by  cart ; and  the  remaining  4 will  shortly  be  closed  or 
provided  with  water. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

During  the  year  your  various  Sewage  Works  were  n»t  responsible 
for  any  pollution. 

Sewerage. 

The  extension  of  the  Carlton  Sewage  Works  is  in  suspense^at  the 
present  moment  because  of  the  uncertainty  whether  the  County 
Borough  of  Barnsley  will  get  its  Extension  Bill  passed  by  Parliament. 
If  it  does,  you  will  have  to  negotiate  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  Sewage 
from  the  houses  on  the  Wakefield  Road,  near  Staincross  Station, 
the  Carlton  Sewage  Works  must  continue  to  take  this  Sewage,  im- 
mediate extension  will  be  necessary  so  that  the  i^ore  iinsatisfac  ory 
privies  in  Carlton  itself  may  be  replaced  by  Water  Closets,  il,  on  o 
other  hand,  Barnsley  takes  this  Sewage  off  our  hands  we  can  go  a eac 
with  conversions  without  immediate  extension, 
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The  other  Sewage  Woi*ks  are  at  present  sufficient,  and  in  good 
working  order.  At  Billiiigley,  difficulties  have  arisen  about  the 
emptying  of  ashpits,  and  the  only  satisfactory  solution  is  to  have 
them  emptied  by  a contractor  under  the  control  of  your  Council,  as 
is  done  at  Carlton. 

Two  Privies  were  reconstructed  as  Water  Closets  in  1920,  and 
8 new  Water  Closets  were  constructed. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  usual  Annual  Inspection  of  your  district  has  been  made  by 
me  and  the  results  reported  at  your  monthly  meetings. 

The  House-to-house  Inspection  has  been  carried  on  according  to 
to  plan  throughout  the  year  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  addition 
to  the  constant  special  inspection  made  when  houses  come  under 
notice  for  Sanitary  defects  or  by  reason  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Schools. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Elementary  Schools  has  remained 
unchanged  through  the  year,  but  at  Woolley  Colliery  we  have  had  to 
press  for  renovations  and  repairs. 

It  was  thought  advisable  to  close  8 Elementary  Schools  during 
the  year  on  account  of  Measles,  in  each  case  for  a period  of  4 weeks — 
Carlton  Infants’,  from  1st  April  to  30th  April,  there  being  25  cases 
among  226  children  on  the  rolls  on  March  30th  ; Woolley  Village 
with  19  cases  among  72  children  on  the  rolls,  was  closed  from  22nd 
June  to  19th  July ; Hood  Green,  with  24  cases  among  65  children  on 
the  rolls,  was  closed  from  July  14th  to  the  August  holidays,  i.e.,  16 
days  of  compulsory  closure.  In  all  cases  the  Measles  epidemic  did 
not  recur  after  reopening. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  no  deficiency  of  Milk  supply  in  your  district,  where  48 
cow-keepers  keep  approximately  807  milch  cows.  The  48  cow-sheds 
are  inspected  by  your  Inspector,  who  reports  that  the  general  condi- 
tion is  “ moderately  good.” 

Vital  Statistics  for  1920. 

As  previously  htated  the  official  estimate  for  the  population  of 
your  district  in  the  middle  of  1920  is  8,907. 

45  Deaths  were  registered  in  your  district  during  the  year,  and 
3 further  deaths  of  persons  behmging  to  the  district  occurred  in  Public 
Institutions  outside  the  district,  viz. — the  Kendray  Hospital,  Ardsley, 
and  the  Union  InfinuMry,  Barnsley  ; and  one  person  belonging  to  the 
district  died  at  Bridlington.  On  the  other  baud,  one  of  the  registered 
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deaths  was  caused  by  an  accident  to  a man  not  belonging  to  the 
district,  and  tlie  nett  deaths  of  residents  therefore  amount  to  48. 

129  Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  of  which  6 were 
illegitimate.  62  of  the  children  were  boys  and  67  girls. 

These  figures,  48  Deaths  and  129  Births,  are  to  be  compared  with 
72’Deaths  and  115  Births  in  1919. 

The  Death  Rate  of  your  district  iu  1920  was  12-28  (as  compared 
with  19-1  in  1919),  and  the  Birth  Rate  33*01  (compared  with  29-6 
in  1919)  for  every  1,000  living  persons. 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Influenza  and  Pneu- 
monia entirely  accounts  for  this  decrease  of  the  Death  Rate. 

There  were  16  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  at  the  rate  of 
124  per  1,000  Birchs.  Five  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Diarrhceal 
diseases,  which  are  largely  preventable  by  Sanitary  measures,  proper 
feeding  of  babies,  and  cleanliness  in  the  home.  But  for  these  5 
preventable  deaths  the  Infant  Mortality  would  have  been  84  per  1,000 
births  instead  of  124.  There  were  also  4 Deaths  of  Infants  from 
Premature  Birth  and  4 from  Malnutrition,  some  of  which  it  is  very 
probable  could  also  have  been  prevented. 

infectious  Diseases. 

Excepting  Measles,  which  has  ceased  to  be  notifiable,  but  was 
notified  in  7 cases,  15  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during 
1920,  as  compared  with  20  during  1919,  so  that  we  have  continued  to 
keep  fairly  free  from  Notifiable  Diseases. 

Of  the  15  cases,  6 were  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4 Scarlet  Fever, 
2 Diphtheria,  2 Pneumonia,  and  1 Erysipelas.  One  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  proved  fatal. 

Eight  of  the  cases — 6 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2 Scarlet  Fever, 
and  1 Diphtheria,  occurred  in  Carlton  ; 6 of  the  Cases — 2 Scarlet 
Fever,  1 Diphtheria,  1 Erysipelas,  and  1 ihilmonary  Tuberculosis, 
occurred  in  Woolley  ; the  2 Pneumonia  cases  were  notified  from 
Billingley. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  4 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  seem  to  have  been  4 separate  im- 
portations into  the  district,  as  there  was  three  months  interval  between 
the  2 Woolley  cases  and  a seven  months  interval  between  the  two 
Carlton  cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

One  of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  the  wife  of  a man  who  had 
previously  beeii  in  a Sanatorium,  and  another  case  was  an  ex-soldier 
whose  nervous  constitution  had  been  seriously  injured  during  the  war. 
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As  to  the  other  cases,  except  that  three  of  them  lived  in  houses  with 
privy  ashpits,  no  predisposing  cause  of  a Sanitary  nature  was  dis- 
covered. 

Diphtheria. 

As  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
separated  by  a long  interval  of  time,  and  occurred  in  parts  of  the 
district  separated  by  a considerable  distance,  and  were  therefore  both 
probably  importations. 

Pneumonia. 

Both  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  at  Billingley,  but  there 
were  certainly  other  iases  in  the  district  which  escaped  notification. 
I should  be  very  reluctant  to  advise  you  to  prosecute  for  failure  to 
notify,  but  if  Deaths  from  Pneumonia  continue  to  be  registered  on 
medical  certificate  when  no  notification  has  been  sent  to  the  Medical 
Ofificer  of  Health,  I do  not  know  what  other  course  is  open  to  ns. 

Summary. 

The  year  1920  was,  on  the  whole,  a healthy  year  througliout  the 
country,  and  the  Death  Rate  of  your  district,  nearly  7 per  1,000  less 
than  the  previous  year,  and  the  Birth  Rate  3 per  1,000  higher. 

The  one  unsatisfactory  feature  is  the  Infantile  Mortality  of  124 
per  1,000  Births,  due  partly  to  Diarrhceal  diseases  and  partly  to 
Premature  Birth  and  Malnutrition. 

The  Diarrhceal  diseases  can  be  diminished  by  improved  Sanita- 
tion, and  therefore  we  must  face  the  necessity  of  diminisbiug  the 
number  of  privy  ashpits  in  that  part  of  Carlton  where  the  inhabitants 
live  under  practically  Urban  conditions.  This  means  expenditure  of 
money,  but  the  return  in  saving  of  life  is  certain,  and  such  expeuditure 
cannot  be  called  extravagance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  SADLER, 

D.M.,  M.A.,  D.P.H.  Oson. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  on  the  Year  1920. 

COW  MISTALS. 

Dear  Sir, 

Inspections  oC  the  above  have  been  made  periodically  during  the 
year.  May  and  October  is  the  old  system  of  lime-washing,  and  Spring 
and  Winter  cleansing,  which  leave  rather  a long  time  between  the 
two  periods.  What  is  the  danger  point  is  that  some  are  much  better 
kept  than  others.  Some  are  very  lax. 

In  my  last  year’s  Eeport  I reported  that  there  was  room  for  im- 
provement. 1920-21 — I report  on  them  being  moderately  good. 

All  milkers  of  cows  should  have  clean  hands,  and  be  clean  other- 
wise, as  the  present  requirements  by  Government  and  the  health  of 
the  people  are  beyond  the  ordinary  people’s  conception. 

DAIRIES,  &c. 

I have  generally  found  this  department  good. 

MILK. 

Finally,  the  Barnsley  Rural  Farmers  are  good  providers  for  home 
or  local  requirements,  and  also  for  export. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

D.  THOMPSON. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

Council  Offices, 

17,  Regent  Street, 

Barnsley, 

14th  December,  1920. 
Sir, 

I was  appointed  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  on  the  18th  Maich, 
1908,  at  a salary  of  £10  per  annum. 

During  the  year  ending  December  14th  I have  inspected  21 
Canal  Boats  (in  Carlton  Basin,  Wharncliffe  Woodmoor  Siding,  and 
Carlton  and  Lodge’s  Wharf,  Notton),  registered  to  carry  84  persons. 
The  number  of  persons  occupying  the  same  were  20  males,  0 females, 
and  5 children — all  children  under  school  age. 
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I requested  all  Captains  to  be  careful  in  watching  any  form  of 
infectious  disease  in  all  ports,  and  to  keep  their  Boats  in  good  sanitary 
condition. 

I have  to  report  no  particular  infringement  of  the  Acts  and 
Regulations. 

With  regard  to  the  Registration  or  Notification  of  Change  of 
Masters’  Certificates,  and  of  Overcrowding,  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  or  Admittance  of  Inspection,  these  were  all  in  order,  and  no 
Infectious  Diseases  were  found. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  THOMPSON. 


TAliLE  1.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1920. 

Including  all  Deaths  of  Residents  but  excluding  Deaths  of  non- Residents. 
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Table  2. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1920. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 
REPORT 

TO  THB 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF  THE 

BARNSTAPLE  UNION, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


W,  ERNEST  HILL,  PRINTER,  HIGH  STREET. 


Barnstaple, 


March  28ih,  1921. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council. 

Qentlemen, 

/ heg  to  present  my  JJnnual  upon  the 

Sanitary  condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  / 920. 

It  is  a matter  for  congratulation  to  note  that 
the  General  Death  Rate  and  the  Infant  Mortality 
Death  Rate  are  by  far  the  lowest  recorded  for  our 
District. 

The  Birth  Rate  shews  a considerable  improve- 
ment upon  recent  years. 

The  general  health  for  the  District  has  been 
exceptionally  good.  Epidemic  disease  and  Influenza 
have  shewn  a very  marked  decline  in  prevalence  and 
severity. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  R.  HARPER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1920. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

of  the  Rural  District  of  Barnstaple. 


Barnstaple  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  132,059  acres, 
and  contained  at  the  census  of  1911  a population  of  18,184  persons, 
of  whom  8,669  were  males  and  9,515  females.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houses  was  4,317.  The  uninhabited  houses  were  320. 

The  district  contains  36  parishes,  and  considering  its  large 
extent,  is  a sparsely  populated  one.  There  are  several  good  sized 
villages,  some  of  which,  especially  those  immediately  on  the  coast, 
have  a much  increased  summer  population,  e.g.,  Instow,  Combe 
Martin,  Morthoe,  Moolacombe,  Croyde,  and  Saunton.  Several  of 
the  inland  villages,  notably  Bratton,  Brauntoii,  Ashford,  and 
CTiallacombe  have  also  increased  populations  during  the  summer 
season. 

The  social  condition  of  the  inhabitants  is  satisfactory.  From 
the  character  of  the  district  the  larger  proportion  of  the  population 
are  engaged  mainly  in  agricultural  ])ursuits. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Excellent  supplies  of  water  exist  in  the  following  villages : — 
Braunton,  Woolacombe,  Morthoe,  Countisbury,  Swimbridge, 
Bishopstawton,  Fremington,  and  Instow,  the  last  three  being 
supplied  by  the  Barnstaple  Water  Company.  A few  of  the  smaller 
villages  are  equally  well  supplied,  such  as  Knowle,  Berrynarbor, 
Saunton,  and  Westleigh.  The  remainder  of  the  district  is  entirely 
dependent  upon  public  and  private  wells,  some  of  which  are  at 
times  liable  to  danger  of  pollution  from  surface  drainage  and 
manured  gardens. 

Combe  Martin  Village,  which  is  composed  of  nearly  200  houses 
and  is  largely  resorted  to  by  visitoi's  during  the  summer  months, 
relies  upon  a few  wells  for  its  supply.  The  consideration  of  an 
adequate  public  supply  being  provided  is  now  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 

No  disease  has  been  traced  for  some  years  to  the  presence  of 
lead  or  of  anj'  pollution  in  the  drinking  water  of  the  area. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  parishes  of  Westleigh,  Instow,  Braunton,  Fremington, 
and  Bishop’s  Tawton  discharge  their  crude  sewage  into  the  tidal 
rivers  Taw  and  Torridge.  In  each  case  the  effluent  is  situated  in 
such  a manner  as  to  meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  Taw  and 
Torridge  Fishery  Board. 

Certain  of  the  villages  discharge  directly  into  the  sea,  such 
as  Morthoe,  at  North  Morte ; Woolacombe ; Braunton,  at  Vellator ; 
Combemartin  and  Countisbury.  At  Saunton,  which  is  a small 
seaside  hamlet,  the  sewage  is  retained  in  a large  receiving  tank 
and  is  released  on  the  ebb  tide. 

Pollution  of  streams  occurs  at  various  parts  of  the  district, 
and  as  the  result  of  the  drainage  of  small  villages  and  groups  of 
cottages.  Landkey  is  a village  to  which  this  applies  in  particular. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Arrangements  with  regard  to  the  sewerage  of  some  of  the 
larger  villages  are  most  excellent.  Combemartin,  Woolacombe, 
Westleigh,  Swimbridge,  Braunton,  Instow,  and  Bickington  have 
all  modern  systems.  Where  possible  the  sewage  is  discharged  into 
the  sea,  in  some  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  sewage  is  by  a system 
of  irrigation,  viz.,  Westdown,  Bickington,  and  Georgeham. 


Sewers  on  a much  smaller  scale  exist  in  other  parishes  and 
so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  fulfil  their  purpose.  Where  there  is 
an  absence  of  sewer  the  slop  waters  are  thrown  on  to  the  back 
yards  of  the  cottages  and  generally  find  their  way  on  to  the 
highv.-ay  and  streams. 

CLOSET  ACGOMMODM  ION. 

In  a scattered  rural  district  such  as  this  earth  closets  are  by 
far  the  most  satisfactory  means  for  the  disposal  of  excremental 
matter.  It  is,  however,  most  essential  that  they  should  receive 
proper  attention  and  supervision.  There  are  many  instances 
where  they  have  been  erected  to  replace  the  old  fashioned  privy 
midden,  and  are  found  to  be  kept  in  a most  unwholesome  condi- 
tion. TVTaere  they  have  been  used  care  has  been  invariably  taken 
to  explain  their  proper  management,  hut  it  still  seems  difficult  to 
make  occupiers  understand  the  necessity  to  follow  the  instructions 
which  have  been  given ; in  some  cases  it  is  a matter  of  deliberate 
neglect  and  carelessness. 

In  the  larger  villages  with  public  water  supplies  water  closets 
are  general.  The  majority  are  flushed  by  a two  or  three  gallon 
flushing  tank.  A few  are  hand  flushed. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  more  progressive  villages  have  adopted  a system  of 
public  scavenging,  notably  Braunton,  Woolacombe,  Instow,  and 
Combemartin. 

The  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  and  cesspools  is  done 
or  is  supposed  to  be  done  by  the  householder. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  42  schools  in  the  district,  the  sanitaiy  condition  of 
which  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  following  have  been 
closed  for  short  periods  during  the  year  on  account  of  sickness : — 
Tawstock  (mumps),  Kentisbury  (whooping  cough),  Arlington 
(whooping  cough) , Georgeham  (mumps) , Landkey  (mumps) , 
Stoke  Rivers  (chicken  pox),  Goodleigh  (mumps),  Bratton 
Fleming  (whooping  cough). 


The  leport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  upon  Housing, 
Nuisances,  etc.,  is  as  follows: — 

Gentlemen,-- 

We  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  summary  of  the 
work  executed  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Works. 


Totals 


Housing. 

1 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Re-visits  ... 

745 

2 

Number  of  Houses  dealt  with  under 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  and 

Public  Health  Acts 

204 

3 

Number  of  Houses  put  in  habitable 

repair 

96 

4 

Number  of  Permanent  Records  made  ... 

342 

Nuisances. 

5 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  Council 

142 

6 

Number  of  Notices  served — Total 

204 

7 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  unclean- 

liness 

O 

ij 

8 

Number  of  Notices  sei-ved  for  structural 

defects 

141 

9 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  other  sani- 

tarj’  defects  (Refuse,  Cesspool,  Ash- 

pits,  etc.) 

58 

10 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  Over- 

crowding 

2 

11 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated 

162 

New 

12 

Total  Number  of  Plans  deposited 

67 

Buildings. 

13 

New  Buildings — Dwelling  Houses 

63 

14 

Number  of  Buildings  other  than  dwellings 

5 

15 

Additions  and  alterations  to  existing 

premises 

13 

16 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Re-visits  ... 

207 

• 

17 

Number  of  Certificates  given  for  occu- 

pation 

15 

Infectious 

18 

Infectious  Notifiable  Disease  Cases — 

Disease. 

Total 

37 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

20 

Diphtheria 

9 

21 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

22 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

23 

Anthrax 

1 

24 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

25 

Inspections  and  Visits  involved  ... 

104 

26 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected 

67 

27 

Number  of  Schools  disinfected 

1 

28 

Number  of  Lots  of  bedding  and  cloth- 

ing  steam  di.sinfected 

2 

Drainage. 

29 

Number  of  House  Drains  connected  to 

Sewers 

30 

30 

Number  of  House  Drains  repaired 

21 

31 

Number  inspected  and  tested 

115 

Dairies, 

32 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regis- 

Cowsheds  and 

tered 

212 

Miikshops. 

33 

Number  of  Fresh  Registrations 

4 

34 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

245 

35 

Number  of  Insanitary  Conditions  dealt 

with 

28 

Factories 

36 

(a)  Number  of  Bakehouses  Registered... 

17 

and 

37 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

36 

Workshops. 

38 

(b)  Number  of  Slaughterhouses  Regis- 

tered 

17 

39 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

42 

40 

(c)  Factories  Registered  ... 

18 

41 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

34 

42 

(d)  Workshops 

118 

43 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

124 

44 

Number  of  Inspections  made  under  a. 

b,  c,  d 

234 

During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  with  the  erec- 
tion of  New  Buildings.  41  Plans  for  the  erection  of  63  houses 
were  approved  by  the  Council.  This  number  includes  several 
houses  being  constructed  by  persons  under  the  “ Grants  to  Private 
Persons  Dr  Bodies  of  Persons  constructing  houses  under  the 
Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919.”  The  number  of  houses 
completed  during  the  year  are  as  follows : — Atherington,  1 ; 
Braunton,  2;  Combe  Martin,  6;  Georgeham,  2;  Instow,  1;  Pilton, 
1 ; AVestleigh,  2. 

The  following  houses  are  also  in  an  advanced  stage  of  con- 
struction and  will  be  completed  during  the  early  months  of  1921 : — 
Braunton,  ]4;  Bi.shops  Tawton,  1;  Fremington,  2;  Georgeham,  1; 
Tnstow,  2;  Martinhoe,  1;  Mortehoe,  1;  I’ilton,  1;  Tawstock,  4; 
West  Down,  1. 

The  construction  of  these  houses  will  much  relieve  the  demands 
for  housing  accommodation  throughout  the  district. 

JOHN  AGKLAND. 


DAVID  J.  DEAN. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1 Staff. 

The  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.  John  Ackland  and  Mr. 
David  Dean,  have  got  through  a considerable  amount  of 
routine  work  during  the  year,  and  have  an  exceptionably 
intimate  knowledge  of  their  district. 

2 Hospital  Accommodation. 

There  is  no  Hospital  available  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious 
Disease. 

3 Local  Acts  or  General  Adoptive  Acts. 

(a)  Urban  powers  are  in  force  in  regard  to  the  following 
parishes : — 

Motthoe. — For  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  the  watering 
and  cleansing  of  the  streets,  and  bye-laws  with  regard 
to  bathing. 

Instow. — For  removal  of  house  refuse. 

Braunton. — For  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  cleansing 
and  watering  of  the  streets. 

Gombemartin. — For  the  cleansing  and  watering  of  the 
streets  and  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 

Ccuntisbury. — For  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 

(b)  Bye-laws  for  the  better  supervision  of  slaughterhouses 
apply  to  the  following  parishes : — Berrynarbor,  Bishops- 
tawton,  Bratton  Fleming,  Braunton,  Gombemartin, 
Countisbury,  Fremington,  Georgeham,  Instow,  Landkey, 
Morthoe,  Marwood,  Parracombe,  Swimbridge,  and 
Tawstock. 

(c)  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885, 
refers  to  the  entire  district. 

(d)  Part  3 of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(e)  Part  4 of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 


4 Various  Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been  made  dm’ing 
the  year  through  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Devon 
County  Council. 


PREVALENCE  OF  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Table  showing  cases  notified  during  the  last  6 years: — 


Diseases. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

39 

26 

2) 

17 

40 

9 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

1 

8 

4 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

20 

9 

3 

9 

48 

22 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Phthisis,  & other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis 

23 

44 

40 

48 

57 

26 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

i 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

13 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

A 

9 

0 

Anthrax 

0 

C 

0 

0 

0 

1 

87 

82 

67 

62 

182 

78 

Diphtheria. — Nine  cases  only  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  disease  was  not 
confined  to  any  particular  parish,  cases  occurring  in  Swim- 
bridge,  Combemartin,  Stoke  I’ivers,  I.andkey,  Fremington, 
and  Newton  Tracey.  They  were  not  of  a severe  character. 
The  disease  being  much  milder  than  that  prevalent  during 
1919,  when  40  cases  were  notified,  with  3 deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Total  cases  notified,  22,  one  death  occurring  in 
Westdown  in  a child  of  18  months, of  age — the  disease  was 
complicated  with  Pneumonia.  On  the  whole  the  disease  was 
of  a mild  type.  Cases  were  notified  from  Swimbridge,  1 ; 
Combemartin,  4;  Stoke  Rivers,  1;  Landkey,  3;  Westleigh,  1; 
Westdown,  1;  Braunton,  4;  Instow,  4;  Bratton,  2;  Freming- 
ton,  1. 

Cercbro-spinal  Meningitis. — No  ca.ses  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

Polic-myelitis. — One  case  of  a mild  type  was  notified. 

Puerperal  Fever. — This  was  a vei'y  mild  case  occurring  in  the 
practice  of  a midwife.  There  was  no  evidence  as  to  the  origin 
of  the  infection.  The  patient  made  a rapid  recovery. 

Enteric  Fever. — No  cases  notified. 

Erysipelas. — Five  cases  notified — Combemartin,  3 ; Tawstock,  1 ; 
Trentishoe,  1. 

Pneumonia. — Thirteen  cases  in  all  were  notified.  These  were 
of  a severe  type,  the  milder  forms  escaping  notification.  Eight 
deaths  occurred  as  the  result  of  this  disease  compared  with 
twenty-four  in  1919.  Its  incidence  was  apparently  normal  for 
the  district. 

Influenza. — There  was  a considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of 
cases  throughout  the  district  compared  with  the  three  previous 
3'ears.  Only  one  death  was  registered. 

Malaria  and  Dysentery. — There  was  no  evidence  of  any  appearance 
of  these  diseases  amongst  the  civil  population  in  spite  of  the 
large  number  of  malarial  cases  in  this  district  amongst 
demobilized  men. 

Mumps. — This  disease  broke  out  in  certain  districts  in  the  early 
spring — schools  being  closed  in  Tawstock,  Georgeham,  Land- 
key,  and  Goodleigh. 

Whooping  Gough. — Two  or  three  parishes  were  troubled  by  this 
disease — Yarnscombe,  Arlington,  and  Kentisbury.  The 
schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a few  weeks.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Measles. — A few  cases  occurred  in  Tawstock  and  Westleigh. 

Anthrax. — A fatal  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  one  of  the 
workmen  in  the  Swimbridge  Tan  Yard.  He  was  admitted  at 
once  for  treatment  into  the  North  Devon  Infirmary.  An 
enquiry  was  held  by  a Local  Government  Board  Inspector. 
The  disease  probably  arose  from  handling  an  infected  hide. 
Adequate  precautions  were  taken. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  Regulations  of  1912  require  that  every  case 
of  Tubercular  Disease  shall  be  notified. 

During  the  year  26  primary  notifications  have  been  received. 


following  is  an  analysis : — 

(1) 

Sex — Males,  14;  Females,  12. 

(2) 

Age  periods : — 

Under  1 year 

...  0 

Between  1 and  5 years 

...  1 

,,  o and  15  ,, 

...  3 

,,  15  and  25  ,, 

...  9 

,,.  25  and  45  ,, 

...  12 

,,  45  and  65  ,, 

...  1 

65  and  over 

...  0 

26 

(3) 

Organs  affected  : — 

Lungs 

...  24 

Peritoneum 

...  1 

Ankle 

...  1 

26 

(4) 

The  disease  was  distributed 

amongst  the  following 

occupations : — 

Domestic  Servants 

...  3 

General  Labourers 

...  3 

Indoor  Domestic  Work 

...  3 

Farmers 

...  2 

Ex-Soldiers 

...  4 

School  Girl 

...  1 

(5) 

The  cases  were  distributed  as 

follows  : — Marwood,  3 ; 

Braunton,  5;  Instow,  2;  Combemartin,  5;  Mortehoe,  4; 
Eastdown,  1 ; Westdown,  1 ; Swimbridge,  1 ; Atherington,  1 ; 
Bishopstawton,  J ; Goodleigh,  Ij  Croyde,  1. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOStS. 


There  were  22  deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  Of  these  19  were 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  one  each  from  Peritoneal, 
Spinal,  and  General  Tubercle. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  following  pai'ishes : — 
Braunton,  5 ; Heanton,  1 j Parracombe,  1 ; Kentisbury,  2 ; Berry- 
narbor,  1 ; Swimbridge,  2 ; Tawstock,  1 ; Bratton,  1 ; Goodleigh,  1 ; 
Georgeham,  2 ; Newton  Tracey,  1 ; AVestdown,  1 ; Shirwell,  1 ; 
Atherington,  1;  Combemartin,  1. 

Deaths  compared  with  previous  years : — 

1911  1912  1913  1914  1915  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920 


17  8 4 9 14  20  15  28  18  22 

GANGER. 

There  have  been  17  deaths  from  Cancer,  distributed  as  fol- 
lows : — Parracombe,  2 ; Instow,  2 ; Combemartin,  3 ; Tawstock,  1 ; 
Landkey,  1 ; Newton  Tracey,  1 ; Heanton,  1 ; Bratton,  1 ; Eastdown, 
1;  Braunton,  2;  Berrynarbor,  1;  Martinhoe,  1. 


Compared  with  previous  years  : — 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

22 

20 

19 

17 

16 

22 

33 

21 

22 

17 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Causes  of  Death  in  Children  under 
one  year  of  age,  compared  with  previous  years. 


Diseases. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Measles  ... 

6 

0 

1 

0 

A 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

4 

3 

2 

12 

1 

Congenital  Defects 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Marasmus 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Convulsions 

4 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

5 

4 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Causes  ... 

5 

6 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Syphilis.. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Totals 

20 

18 

1? 

15 

c 

24 

12 

The  Infant  Mortality  Table  shows  a very  satisfactory  diminu- 
tion in  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year.  Of  the  twelve 
deaths  noted,  ten  occurred  in  children  under  six  months  of  age. 

The  Infant  Mortality  for  the  year  is  31.4  per  1,000;  that  for 
England  and  Wales  is  80  per  1,000,  which  is  the  lowest  infant 
mortality  rate  ever  recorded  for  England  and  Wales. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


At  1901  Census.  At  1911  Census.  Increase 
Population  ...  ...  17,692  ...  18,184  ...  492 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  4,077  ...  4,317  ...  240 

Estimated  Population  for  1920: — 17,651. 


BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  is  382 : Males,  185 ; 
Females,  197.  Of  these  14  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  district  is  21.8  per  1000. 


The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1920  is  25.4  per  1000. 

The  following 

Table  shows  the  number 

of  Births  and  Birth 

Rates  of  the  District  compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 

for  the  last  10  years  : — 

Birth  Rate  Birth  Rate  of 

Year. 

Births. 

per  1000. 

England  and  Wales. 

1911 

366 

20.12 

23.4 

1912 

324 

17.77 

22.6 

1913 

348 

19.03 

22.2 

1914 

319 

17.38 

23.9 

1915 

283 

15.38 

23.9 

1916 

296 

15.93 

21.6 

1917 

225 

12.05 

17.8 

1918 

257 

13.2 

17.7 

1919 

244 

13.8 

18.5 

1920 

382 

21.8 

25.4 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is 

201. 

The  death  rate  for  the  district  is  11.4  per  1000. 

The  death  rate  for  England 

and  Wales 

for  1920  is  12.4  per 

1000. 

1911 

221 

12.15 

13.9 

1912 

243 

13.32 

12.1 

1913 

192 

10.50 

12.1 

1914 

219 

11.94 

13.1 

1915 

228 

12.39 

13.7 

1916 

231 

13.83 

14.0 

1917 

252 

15.6 

14.4 

1918 

243 

14.6 

17.6 

1919 

265 

15.7 

13.8 

1920 

201 

11.4 

12.4 

TABLE  I. 

Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1920. 


Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

At 

all 

Ages 

Under 

1 

y ar. 

1 

to 

6 

6 

to 

15 

16 

to 

25 

25 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

66 

and 

ov«r 

Small  Pox 

• • • 

• • • 

. • • 

• . • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Cholera  ... 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

Diphtheria  (in- 
cluding Mem- 
branous croup) 

9 

1 

5 

3 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

2 

15 

2 

2 

1 

... 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

f ■ 1 

... 

... 

Relapsing  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. • . 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

24 

• • • 

2 

9 

13 

« • • 

• • • 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

2 

1- 

• t • 

1 

• • • 

a • • 

1 

... 

Anthrax  ... 

1 

1 ... 

i 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0 

... 

Totals 

65 

0 

1 

5 

24 

15 

1 

17 

4 

... 

TABLE  II. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1920. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents,  whether 
occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Uuder 

1 year. 

1 aud 
under 

2 years. 

2 and 
uuder 

5 years 

5 and 
under 
15  years 

16  aud 
uuder 
26  yean 

25  and 
uuder 
45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  ... 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Measles  ...  ..■> 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

Whooping  Cough ... 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

• • ■ 

• • • 

Erysipelas  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

19 

7 

6 

5 

1 

Tuberculosis-Meningitis  ... 

• • • 

t ■ • 

■ • • 

• • • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease 

17 

1 

• • • 

4 

12 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

• • 

t • • 

■ • 

• • • 

Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

36 

1 

1 

8 

6 

25 

Bronchitis  ... 

5 

2 

2 

• • . 

1 

• • • 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 

organs 

1 

. • . 

« • • 

. . • 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

2 

2 

• • • 

• t 

• • • 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

• ■ • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

* • • 

• • • 

Alcoholism... 

1 

« a • 

1 

• • • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

2 

• • • 

1 

1 

• fl  ■ 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  & Malforma- 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

tion,  including  Premature  Birth 

5 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

6 

• • • 

1 

6 

• • • 

• « • 

Suicide 

• * t 

• • . 

• • • 

• • • 

16 

• • • 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

92 

1 

1 

8 

8 

7 

t • • 

61 

Diseases  ill-delined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  Causes 

201 

12 

6 

0 

4 

12 

26 

39 

102 

TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1920,  Deaths 
from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


All  ) Certified 
causes.  \ Uncertified 


( 


Small  Pox  ... 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  . 
Diphtheria  & Crouf 
Erysipelas  ... 

^ Tuber.  Meningitis. 
j Abdominal  Tuber  . 
'i  Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  ... 
Meningitis  ... 

(not  Tuberculous 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis  ... 
Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia 
Diarrhoea  ... 
Enteritis 
Gastritic 
Syphilis 
Rickets 
Suffocation, 

overlying  . 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis  ... 
Congenital 

Malformation 
Premature  Birth  . 
Atrophy,  Debility, 
and  Marasmus 
Other  causes 


Totals 


Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks. 

1 

1 2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks.  | 

1 Total  under  i 
1 ' 4 weeks.  j 

j 1-8  months.  | 

3-6  months.  j 
i 

6-9  months.  1 
i 

' 9-12  months,  j 
1 1 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

one 

Year. 

1 

1 

1 

... 

•S 

8 

4 

2 

... 

12 

• • • 

. . . 

• • . 

... 

. . • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

D 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

• • . 

. • • 

... 

. • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

. . • 

.. 

. . . 

. • 

• . • 

• . • 

... 

. • . 

... 

• . . 

. . . 

• . 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

• • a 

... 

1 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

• • 

• • • 

• . > 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

. • . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. • 

. • . 

. . . 

. . • 

... 

1 

• • » 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

. . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

. . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

• . . 

• • • 

. • . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Q 

1 

1 

1 

... 

2 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

a • • 

... 

... 

e • . 

•• 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

. . - 

2 

-• 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

3 

4 

•2 

... 

12 

Nett  Births 
in  the  Year 


legitimate  368 
illegitimate  14 


Nett  Deaths  j legitimate  infants  11 
in  the  Year  of  ) illegitimate  infants  1 


882 


12 
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